JOSHUA’S HOUSE

P. O. Box 186

Irasburg, VT 05845-0186

802-754-2611 or 802-865-3766

See I will not forget you; I have carved you on the palm of my hand

 Isaiah 49:15-16
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December 20, 2005
Happy Holydays!
Did you know that December is Homeless Awareness Month?  It is important to appreciate that with your help, the homeless are beginning to be recognized and supported.  We wish to take this opportunity to thank you all for your time, efforts, and generous donations throughout the year in helping the homeless through Joshua’s House.
After a tough year for the Board Members in 2004 we are pleased to say we were “up and running” in 2005.  We can not thank each and every one of you enough for your support and apologize to anyone who was overlooked in hearing our thanks. All funding is accounted for as every donation is photocopied for our records before being deposited.   If you wish to receive a financial statement on all Joshua House activities, please do not hesitate to ask.  Also, a reminder if you are planning to make a year-end donation, that donation must be postmarked by December 31st (IRS rules) to be eligible for a tax deduction for 2005.

As some of you know, last year we had the opportunity to report to you about the dollars we were able raise through volunteer efforts at a local concert.  This year we have begun providing funds to those in need as well as raising more dollars. We have received requests and approved assistance for oil and gas fuel, electricity, rental assistance, and helping two families who lost all they owned in house fires. We have also been the beneficiary of the great work of others.  For instance St. Paul’s School in Barton, through the great idea of the 1st graders, raised $95.89 in what they called their Super Duper Fundraiser for Fuel Assistance.  These 6 and 7 year olds spent several hours in the cold selling their personally donated items to help supply fuel to those in need.  Thank you St. Paul’s children. We also have donors who give the same amount on a monthly basis.  Joshua’s House hosted a craft fair over Thanksgiving weekend that realized $450 dollars toward fuel or homeless needs and we had a yard sale last May from donated items.  Our disbursement requests generally come from the local agencies and our assistance helps those who do not meet the requirements for support through the local community action or state agencies. 

We now have a web site – that like all new websites will be under construction for a while – but please go visit our site and view the links, send suggestions, and IF you wish – we can accept donations by credit card through our pay pal account.  All you need to do is:
1) Go to:  http://www.joshuahousevt.org/ and click the “Donation Information” link on the left hand side.

2) When that page loads click the “make a donation” button, this will bring you to our secure paypal.com site.

3) Enter the amount you wish to donate.

4) At this point you are presented with two options

a. You can proceed to our secure “checkout” by clicking that button on the right hand side.  From there you will be asked for all your information then hit “submit”
OR

b. If you have a paypal account you enter your username and password and can donate through your own account.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish you all a very blessed Christmas season. We look forward to increasing our momentum in the New Year 2006 continuing our current mission of being advocates for the homeless, to help those who need housing expenses and in the long term to build a shelter.  Yours in Christ who holds us all in the palm of his hand, I remain
Respectfully yours,
Casey Boyle Eldridge, Executive Director
Board of Directors

President  - Ken Johnson
Vice President – Omer Bousquet

Secretary – Donna Bousquet
Treasurer – Bev Johnson

Board Members Gloria Willis & Neil Willis

Co-Founders  Tom Fey & Casey Boyle-Eldridge
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please cut on the dotted line                     and please PRINT  all information

Dedication:  ________________________________________________________________________

Please print the name of the person for whom you are dedicating your dollar donation. 122005
Your Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address:     _______________________________________________________________________

Town/ City _________________________________________  State ___    Zip ____________

Phone Number: ______________________  Email address: ___________________________________

Do you wish to receive our newsletter (as we create them)    ____  Yes         _____  No

Please mail your donation (payable to) to: Joshua’s House,   P O Box 186 Irasburg, VT 05845.  
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